
President's Message
Anita Ramirez, Co-president

Themundane
world of ev-
eryday hap-
penings
seems to
overwhelm
me at times.
There are so
many details
having to be
dealt with that
I sometimes
tell myself

that if all of the people who have
anything to do with "my busi-
ness" would only do their parts,
then I wouldn't be burdened
with double checking to see
whether or not they had done
what they should have done in
the first place. I started writing
this before 4/4/10 and was
struggling to put my thoughts
together when at 3:40 on Easter
Sunday afternoon, we were hit
with a 7.3 earthquake that was

centered south of Mexicali.
From what I can gather from the
map, it occurred near Rio
Hardy.
Damage was sustained to all
valley cities in varying degrees.
Two deaths in Mexicali and one
serious injury in Imperial were
attributed to the quake. A lot of
glass and other stuff were scat-
tered everywhere in homes and
businesses. Roads were
cracked. Aftershocks continue,
and it is now April 13. Many
people are nervous, appre-
hensive, and just plain scared.
Then there are great predictors
of another, larger quake. If one
were a betting person, he/she
might make some money on
this one, but I wouldn't count on
it.
I've been trying to think of a
catchy slogan to screenprint on
T-shirts—one that would com-
memorate the event—perhaps
somehing like "We did our
shakin' and soon we'll be bakin'
in Imperial Valley." We could

send them all over the world as
a fund raiser. There is nothing
like trying to make good on a
not-so-good happening.
Seriously, we are thankful that
all is relatively well when it could
have been so much worse. If
you are no longer living in the
valley, but you still have friends
here, give them a call and let
them know you're thinking of
them. We are fortunate not to
be in the position that other cit-
ies around the world are in from
the devastating quakes they
have endured.Anita

CalRTA Imperial County

Division 64 will not hold a

regular meeting in May

because of Memorial Day.

Date:
Time:
Place:
Program:

Date: June 14, 2010
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Place: Old Rose School, Pioneers Museum

373 Aten Road, Imperial, CA
Program: TBA

Optional donations to offset luncheon expenses will be appreciated.

Regular luncheon/program meetings are held at the Old Rose School at Pioneers Museum,
373 E. Aten Road, Imperial, at 11:00 a.m. on the fourth Monday of the month.

Board meetings are held at Uniserv in Imperial at 10:00 a.m. on the second Monday of the month.
See the calendar for exceptions.

Division 64 Calendar
Board meeting—Monday 5/10
10:00 a.m. Uniserv Office

Imperial
Board meeting—Monday 6/ 7
10:00 a.m. Uniserv Office

Imperial
General meeting—Monday 6/14
11:00 a.m. Old Rose School

Program: TBA
Lunch will be provided.
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Division 64 Programs
Cloggers Marroly Frostrup,
Trudy Leon ard, and Anna
Gibalyou, win ter vis i tors from
the Foun tain of Youth Spa, pre -
sented their pro gram.

County Li brar ian Con nie
Barrington gave an in spiring
talk on the county li brary sys-
tem. Un fortunately one or two li -
braries are be ing closed. Their
books are be ing added to the
col lec tions of other li brar ies.

If you have books to do nate,
you may take them to any li -
brary. If they can't use them,
they will sell them or do nate
them to non-profit oganizations
such as ARC. 

For more in formation, go on line
to www.coimperial.ca.us/li-
brary. The county li brary can
borrow from any other li brary
across the coun try. Just let
them know what you want, and
they will do their best to get it for
you. Li braries also have sto ries,
in clud ing clas sics, on tapes,
videos, mu sic CD's, and some
software. If you have never lis -
tened to a book on tape, you
might try it. You can lis ten and
do the dishes at the same time!
Also, check out the website
www/betterworldbooks.com.

Gene Tubach do nated fresh
veg e ta bles. Thank you, Gene.

If you have a contact that would
be a good pro gram for one of
our meetings, call Syd ney
Shank and give her the in forma-
tion. We wel come new ideas.

Scholarship News
Do na tion:

Emil Porter
Thank you!

Re minder: Do na tions to the
scholarship fund are tax de -
ductible in ac cordance with IRS
reg u la tions [501(c)(3)].

Membership Update

New Members
Castillo, Nancy H.

1108 Dahlia Court
Calexico. CA 92231-1999
ncastillo1108@gmail.com

Peña, Francisca V.
415 Halcon Court
Calexico, CA 92231-9411
760-357-4837

Change
L Krewall, Ed ward

1475 S 46th Ave Apt. 130
Yuma, AZ 85364-4035
602-726-8029

Resigned
Arlene Guirado

Where is she?
June Irvine

The last ad dress we had for
June Irvine was at Vin tage Vil -
lage #2, 1205 Driftwood Drive,
El Centro. The last cop ies of
Cac tus Cor ner sent to that ad -
dress, how ever, were re turned,
and we don't have a new ad -
dress for her. If you have a cur-
rent ad dress or other in forma-
tion about June, please let Anita 
Ramirez or Bonnie Wil liams
know what it is.

In Memoriam
Our sympathy goes to the fam i-
lies and friends of our deceased 
mem bers.

ID Theft Prevention
• When asked to en ter your

So cial Se cu rity num ber on
any form, use only the last
four dig its.

• Put your work phone num ber
and work ad dress or a post
office box num ber on checks
you write. 

• Keep a list of all toll free num -
bers to your credit cards with
your credit card num bers in a 
safe place in case you need
to re port a stolen or lost card.

• File a po lice re port im medi-
ately in the jurisdiction where 
your credit card(s) and doc u-
men ta tion were sto len/lost.
This will pro vide proof of your 
dil i gence to ex pe dite an in-
ves ti ga tion.

• Most im por tant: Call the
three na tional credit report-
ing or ga ni za tions and So cial
Se cu rity im me di ately to
place a fraud alert on your
name. So cial Se curity has a
fraud phone number. Any
com pany check ing your
credit will then know that
your in for ma tion was sto len,
and they will have to con tact
you by phone to au thorize
new credit.
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Welcome!
Happy Birth day to ev eryone
who has a birth day  be tween
May and August. We want to
acknowledge you and your
special day, so if your birth
date has not been reported,
please send your in formation
(month and date only) to Anita
Ramirez.
Kathryn Oakley
Vir ginia Suits
Santita Mendenhall
Alicia Ortega
Ka ren Hickingbottom
Mary Ann Kline
Fran ces Fidler
San dra Kay
Judy Jacklich
Sherry Gray
Mar ian Long
Syd ney Shank
Elaine Ponton
Peggy McGuffin

5/  3
6/  3
6/  9
6/14
6/19
6/22
6/26
7/  9
7/19
8/  1
8/  1
8/  1
8/  9
8/20

In Memoriam
Harold (Hal) Burnworth

Florence E. Dent
J. F. Guirado
Bertha Myers

Costas C. Tassis

Those who have passed from
this world die only when we
whom they loved forget them.



» Beauty is in ternal; looks
mean noth ing.

» No rain, no rain bow.

English for English
 Speakers

• The in sur ance 
was in valid for
the in valid.

• There was a
row among the oarsmen
about how to row.

• They were too close to the
door to close it.

• The buck does funny things
when the does are present.

• A seam stress and another
sewer fell down into a
sewer line.

• To help with plant ing, the
farmer used a taut leash
when he taught his sow to
sow.

• The wind was too strong to
wind the sail on the
yardarm.

• Upon see ing the tear in the
painting, I shed a tear.

• I had to sub ject the sub ject
to a se ries of tests.

• How can you in timate this
to your most intimate
friend?

Reflections
[Extracted from information
from Jan Da vis, Di vision 78]

I would never trade my amaz ing
friends, my won derful life, my
loving fam ily for less gray hair
or a flat ter belly. As I've aged,
I've be come kinder to and less
critical of my self—my own best
friend. I know I am sometimes
forgetful, but some of life is just
as well for gotten—and I will
even tu ally re mem ber the im-
por tant things.

Sure, over the years my heart
has been bro ken. How can your 
heart not break when you lose a 
loved one or when a child suf -
fers or even when some one's
beloved pet is in jured. I am
blessed to have lived long
enough to have my hair turn
gray and to have my youth ful
laughs for ever etched into deep 

grooves on my face. Many have 
never laughed, and many have
died be fore their hair could turn
sil ver.

I like be ing old; it has set me
free. I like the per son I have be -
come. I am not go ing to live for -
ever, but while I am here, I will
not waste time la menting what
could have been or wor rying
about what will be. I shall eat
dessert every day (if I feel like
it).
May our friendships never
come apart—es pe cially when
they come straight from the
heart!
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CRTA Division 64 Scholarship Donation Form

For additional information, call Glenice Waters, 760-352-0419.

Donations are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations [501(c)(3)].

Thank you for your considerate donation of $    .

Please print.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

_____ This is a personal donation.

_____ This is a memorial donation in remembrance of ___________________________________

_____ This is a donation in honor of _________________________ for _____________________

If this is a memorial or honorary donation, a card of recognition will be sent to the following:
Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________

Make your check payable to CalRTA Division 64 Scholarship Fund and mail it to:
 Glenice Waters
 P.O. Box 743
 Imperial, CA 92251-0743

[From the Palomar Di vision 63
Star light, April-May, 2010]

I've been on a diet for the last
two de cades. I've lost a to tal of
789 pounds. By all ac counts, I
should be hang ing from a
charm bracelet.

               —Erma Bombeck

It's rough to go through your
life with your con tents look ing
as if they settled dur ing the
ship ping.

—Mil ton Berle



ID Theft Pre vention (Cont.)
¤ Equifax: 1-800-525-6285
¤ Esperian (formerly TRW):

1-888-397-3742
¤ Trans Un ion:

1-800-680-7289
¤ Social Se curity:

1-800-269-0271

Emergency Loan—
Quake Damage

CalRTA has emer gency loan
funds avail able—up to $10,000
interest free and pay able in ten
years. Con tact:

CalRTA
PO Box 15275 #C
Sac ra mento, CA 95925-3965
Tel.: 800-228-5453

Ballot Initiative
Workshop
Norma Huhn

Area XI Di rector

CalRTA Leg is-
la tive Ad vo cate
Da vid Walrath
and CalRTA
State Leg is la -
tion Com mit tee
Chair Ken Hew -
itt led a CalRTA
Bal lot Ini tia tive
Workshop on
Sat ur day, April
10. They pro -
vided many in -

for ma tive ma te ri als for us. We
hope that we won't have to use
these ma terials, but from the
time of the work shop, there
were almost two months left be -
fore we could be con sidered out 
of the woods for the June elec -
tion.

Dave has cau tioned us that
even if a pen sion re vision
initiative does not ap pear on the 
next bal lot, there will be at -
tempts to get an ini tiative on the
November bal lot. He led dis cus-
sions on Pub lic Pen sion At -
tacks, Re sponse to At tacks,
and CalSTRS Full Fund ing. He
also pre sented in for ma tion on
fed eral leg is la tion in clud ing the
new health care and in surance
law and the WEP and GPO.

Ken Hew itt dis cussed the Pen -
sion Ed u ca tion Pro gram,
Retirement Se cu rity Talk ing
Points, Who Pays for Our Pen -
sions and Suppemental Ben efit
Main te nance Ac counts. He also
pre sented a com par i son be-
tween CalSTRS and CalPERS.

If you were un able to at tend this 
workshop, I en courage you to
contact someone who did and
to in vite that per son to share in -
formation about these top ics
with you—per haps as a pro -
gram or part of a pro gram at a
di vi sion meet ing. Work shop at-
tendees were sur prised by be -
ing treated to a con tinental
breakfast in ad dition to a de li-
cious lunch. Ev eryone who at -
tended came away with in for-
mation we need to help us work
to pro tect our pen sions.

Legislation
Joanne F. Climie, J.D., Chair
Area XI Leg is la tion Comm.

Advocacy Day in
Sac ra mento (Sacto)

March 11

Trips to Sacto for Ad vocacy
Day are not al ways as you plan. 
This year, we ran smack into
the usual hec tic working day for
leg is la tors. Planned vis its to
leg is la tors were tem po rarily de-
layed be cause both the As sem-
bly and the Sen ate were in floor
ses sions—each await ing leg is -
lation from the other cham ber.
When the leg islature is in ses -
sion, a leg islator may not leave
the floor without per mission
from the marshalls; po tentially
in fact, leg islators can be ar-
rested if they do leave with out
per mis sion. Need less to say,
legislators do not leave the floor 
until the ses sion is ad journed or
is in re cess.
The re sult of this was that our
scheduled meet ing with As -

sem blymem ber Marty Block
took place at the rail ing out side
the speaker's of fice, but within
the bound aries of the floor. We
first met with his staff who es-
corted us to the area where we
could chat with him.

We met with Sen ator Kehoe's
very gra cious staff and ex -
pressed our thanks for the sen -
ator's sup port of SB810 (Sin gle
Payer Health Care) and of re -
peal of the WEP and GPO. Staff
members worked to make
plans for us to visit the sen ator
at the rear of the Sen ate Cham -
ber. Be cause of our schedule
conflict and voting in the Sen -
ate, how ever, we had to leave
before we could meet with Sen -
ator Kehoe. She is al ways sup -
portive of teach ers.

Walking to the of fice of
Assemblymember Mary Salas
to drop off our folder and visit
with her staff, we were pleas -
antly sur prised when the As -
sembly ses sion was ad journed,
and we lit erally bumped into
her. "Fol low me," she said. We
did. She in vited all of us into her
office where we sat down and
were en lightened as she told us
about all of our is sues—health
care, retirement, and pen sion
security as well as how the
current bud get is af fecting our
schools. Her sis ter is a teacher,
so she knew the is sues. This
was a very re warding visit.

Area XI rep re sen ta tives also
met with staff members of As -
sem bly mem bers Mar tin
Garrick (AD74), Lori Saldaña
(AD76), and Joel An derson
(AD77), and with Sen ators
Mary Wyland (SD38) and
Denise Ducheny (SD40).
[Continued on p. 4]
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Membership Directories
Copies of the up dated
2009-2010 Mem ber ship Di rec -
tory are avail able. You may ob -
tain a copy at a lun cheon meet -
ing, or if you would like to have
one mailed to you,  just send 
$3.00 to Bonnie Wil liams, PO
Box 743, Im perial, CA
92251-0743. If you have ques -
tions, you may call Bonnie at
760-355-1711.

Norma
Joanne



[Continued from p. 3]

Area XI Legislative Team

We are build ing a very nice
team of leg is la tive ad vo cates
here in Area XI. This year, we
had a com plementary blend of
rook ies and ex pe ri enced mem-
bers who worked together to
take our messages of pen sion
se cu rity/fair ness, re peal of
WEP/GPO, and sup port for sin -
gle payer health care to our lo -
cal leg is la tors. Some vis its are
more friendly than oth ers, but
our ex pe ri ences and con tin u ing
ad vo cacy are get ting our
messages to leg is la tors.

Many thanks go to the following
members of our team for their
en thu si as tic and pro fes sional
ef forts:
¤ Di vi sion 4: Laura

Stevenson, Chris Paré,
Barbara Bethel, and Vi
Huprich

¤ Division 45: Joy Allen,
Angela Aschbrenner, and
Jay Klopfenstein

¤ Di vi sion 78: Jo anne Climie,
Mardi Covill, and Norma
Huhn

¤ Division 69: Jo Wittrock

Because of sched ule con flicts,
we missed hav ing some of our
dedicated lege team mem bers
who also work hard on your be -
half.

Delegate Assembly

Since the CalRTA Del egate As -
sem bly (an nual con ven tion) will
be held in Sac ramento this
year, we will have an other op -
portunity to visit the capitol and
become fa miliar with the en vi-
ronment there. Tours of the
capitol are given hourly every
day. CalSTRS has a new build -
ing near old Sac ramento that
we had a chance to visit, and
we learned more about the pro -
cess of our pen sion in vest-
ments. CalSTRS mem bers
have free parking and a spe cial
lounge area. Our leg islative
team will be happy to share our
information with you, and we
look for ward to see ing you in
Sacto. Please join us.

Key Elements of
Race to the Top

Bill Kipp, Area II Di rector
[Information sent by Area XI Di -
rector Norma Huhn]

At a meet ing of Butte County
Division 32, I learned about
some of the key points in the
new fed eral pro gram created by 
President Obama and Sec re-
tary of Ed ucation Arne Duncan.
States that want to participate in 
this new school re form move -
ment will com pete for $4.35
milllion in grants to sup port ed u-
ca tion re form and in no va tion in
class rooms.

Don McNelis, Butte County Su -
per in ten dent of Schools, made
a pre sen ta tion highlighting the
key fac tors in volved in this na -
tional com pe ti tion which rep li -
cates ef fec tive ed u ca tion re-
form strategies in the four fol-
lowing significant ar eas:

× Adopt ing in ter na tion ally
benchmarked standards
and as sessments that pre -
pare stu dents for suc cess
in col lege and the work -
place

× Re cruit ing, de vel op ing, re-
ward ing, and re tain ing ef-
fective teach ers and prin ci-
pals

× Building state systems that
mea sure stu dent suc cess
and in form teach ers and
principals about how they
can im prove their prac tices

× Turning around the low -
est-per form ing schools

It was reported that Cal ifornia
had to adopt sev eral new laws
in or der to ap ply for some of
these funds. Schools must im-
plement these changes in the

Education Code even if the
state does not re ceive one of
the fed eral grants. Cal i for nia
will also have to adopt com mon
core standads by August of this
year, de sign a new sys tem of
assessment which will track in -
dividuals in a more timely fash -
ion, and de termine how it will
deal with low-per forming
schools. If a school is con -
stantly in the bot tom 10%, it
could be dealt with by one of the
fol low ing meth ods:

Turn Around Model:
Fire the prin cipal and 50%
of the teachers.
Re start Model:
Change the school to a
char ter school.
Close the School Model
Trans for ma tion Model:
Fire the prin cipal and adopt
a def er en tial sal ary scale
which would re ward good
teach ers.

There are some weak nesses
and prob lems with im plement-
ing the var i ous so lu tions. Var i -
ous fac tors, such as Cal ifornia's
cultural and language di versity,
will be dif ficult to ad dress.

Sharing Thoughts
with You

Car o lyn Roth

» Never judge a day by the
weather.

» The best things in life aren't
things.

» Tell the truth—there's less
to re mem ber.

» Speak softly and wear a
loud shirt.

» Goals are de ceptive—the
un aimed ar row never
misses its mark.

» He who dies with the most
toys still dies.

» Age is rel ative. When you
are over the hill, you pick
up speed.

» There are two ways to be
rich: make more and de sire
less.
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Dr. Angela Aschbrenner
and Bill Kipp



California Retired Teachers Association
Imperial County Division 64
PO Box 743
Imperial, CA 92251-0743

Cactus Corner     5-6/10

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED
MATERIAL
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U S POSTAGE
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PERMIT NO 2367

CALIFORNIA RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION (CalRTA)—AREA XI
New Member Enrollment Form (Do not use for renewals.)

Please check your payment method and complete the enrol lment information below.
I authorize the California State Teachers Retirement System (CalSTRS) to deduct my association dues. Should
the amount of dues be adjusted, as deemed necessary by CalRTA, I authorize that the adjusted deduction shall
continue unless I notify the CalRTA business office in writing to the contrary. To terminate dues deductions, I
agree to make my request in writing to the CalRTA business office.

Membership Dues
[  ] Dues Deduction (monthly):     $3.50                    (for self)                   $7.00                    (for self and spouse)
[  ] Cash:  $42.00 annually (renewals due on anniversary date of original membership)
[  ] Life Membership:  $840.00 (one time payment) 

Enrollment Information
Name:                                                                                                   Social Security No.:

Spouse Name if joining:                                                                                                     Division No.:

Address:                                                                                                       Phone: (      )

City/State/Zip:                                                                                              Cell:      (      )

E-mail Address:                                                 FAX No.: (      )                   Birthday (month/day only):

Retired from: (school and district)                                                                               Retirement Date:

Signature:                                                                                                     Date:

Please indicate payment method above and mail to:

Office Use
CASH       DD
LIFE     DDX2

INS

64

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
CalRTA IMPERIAL COUNTY DIVISION 64
PO BOX 743
IMPERIAL, CA 92251-0743


