
San Diego Division 4
Barbara Bethel  and Vi Huprich

Co-presidents

We wish all of our
area di vi sions a very suc cess ful,
pro duc tive year! Work ing to gether, 
we can better cham pion the is sues 
and con cerns of our col lec tive
mem ber ships and make CalRTA
even stron ger and more ef fec tive.
In re flect ing on the past year, we
are pleased with our di vi sion's
suc cesses. Our pro grams were
well re ceived; we worked with SD
City Schools to dis trib ute mem ber -
ship in for ma tion; and in June, we
were de lighted to pres ent $1,500
col lege schol ar ships to ten awe-in -
spir ing San Diego high school
grad u ates.

For this com ing year, we are
continuing to fo cus on in creas ing
mem ber ship; pro vid ing in ter est -
ing, helpful pro grams and ser vices 
for membners; and ac com plish ing
CalRTA goals.
We ap pre ci ate the sup port of both
the area lead er ship and our di vi -
sion mem bers. We wel come your
at ten dance at our meet ings at the
Best West ern Seven Seas in Mis -
sion Val ley. For ad di tional in for -
ma tion, please call me at
858-270-3483.  

N. San Diego County Div. 45
 Kathy O'Leary, President

Di vi sion 45 had a
busy year in
2008-2009. We had 
won der ful pro -
grams and ex cel -
lent meet ings with
our mem bers. We
spent sev eral
months in ves ti gat -
ing a new meet ing
place. In June, we
de cided to meet at

St. Mi chael's Church in Carlsbad
and have our lunches ca tered by
dif fer ent area res tau rants.

Souplantation will do our Sep tem -
ber meet ing. We want to keep the
lunch cost rea son able for our mem -
bers.
Thanks to our Pro gram Chairs Ellie
Burton and Barbara Thomas, pro -
grams are set for next year. At our
meet ing on Sep tem ber 28, CRTA
Com mu ni ca tions Con sul tant Deb -
bie Pate-Newberry will be the
speaker. Ev ery one is in vited. Just
give me a call at 760-753-1319.
We look for ward to see ing ev ery one 
at the Area XI Fall Work shop  in
Sep tem ber.

South Shores Division 60
Sara Wood, President

Our di vi sion was
well rep re sented at
the state con ven tion
in Los An geles last
May. Del e gates took 
part in gen eral and
area meet ings, at -
tended in ter est ses -
sions, and brought
back in for ma tion to
share with col leagues.
We ended the year with our an nual
Schol ar ship Award Luncheon. Each 
of three out stand ing South west ern
Col lege stu dents was awarded a
$1500 schol ar ship to help fur ther
ca reer goals in education. En ter -
tain ment was pro vided by the
South west ern Col lege Mariachi
Band un der the di rec tion of Dr. Jeff
Nevin.
We look forard to a chal leng ing and
pro duc tive year as we work to gether 
to pro vide in ter est ing, help ful pro -
grams and ser vices for our mem -
bers. Please join us on Thurs day,
Sep tem ber 10, at 11:00 a.m. as we
kick off an other ex cit ing year at the
Hol i day Inn in Na tional City. For res -
er va tions, con tact Lupe Garcias at
619-422-0990 or
<ggarcias@sbcglobal.net>.

Palomar Division 63
Suzan Reiner, President

A springtime treat
for us was to host
the North San Diego
County Schol ar ship
Foun da tion awards
lun cheon. See ing
these young sters
and their fam i lies is

such an
up-lifting 

             

Director’s Message
Norma B. Huhn, Director, CalRTA Area XI

As we be gin the 2009-2010 year, I look for ward to
work ing with mem bers of our eight di vi sions.
Thanks to all of you who have worked dil i gently to
bring in new mem bers and get them in volved in
division ac tiv i ties. We ex tend a spe cial wel come to
new mem bers and in vite you to at tend a di vi sion
meet ing in Sep tem ber. We want to meet you, and
we want you to be come better ac quainted with
other re tir ees and to be come in volved in di vi sion
ac tiv i ties. Be com ing in volved in CalRTA pro vides

new friend ships and op por tu ni ties to share your in ter ests and tal -
ents.
CalRTA is com mem o rat ing its 80th birth day; there is still time for
di vi sions to do some thing spe cial to cel e brate be fore the end of
the year.
The Area XI Fall Lead er ship Work shop will be held be tween 9:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. on Tues day, Sep tem ber 22, 2009, at Tom Ham's Res -
tau rant. All of fi cers and other in ter ested mem bers are in vited to at tend.
We will have of fi cer-cat e gory in ter est ses sions and get the lat est in for -
ma tion from area committee chairs. Our morn ing speaker will be our
new CalRTA State Pres i dent, Polly Bacich. In the af ter noon, CalRTA
Leg is la tive Ad vo cate Da vid Walrath will up date us on state and fed eral
leg is la tion. Work shop reg is tra tion forms will be e-mailed to di vi sion
pres i dents in mid-Au gust. You are urged to join us for the fall
workshop.
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event. For such ac com plished stu -
dents to have al ready de cided to
be ed u ca tors is thrill ing!
The other big treat was to have
Alfredo Velasco, head of the
Palomar Family (Escondido)
YMCA, speak at our last meet ing.
He had some fas ci nat ing in for ma -
tion about the his tory of the YMCA
or ga ni za tion and the ser vices of -
fered by our lo cal site. Ad di tion ally, 
he left each of us the gift of health
in the form of a pe dom e ter. There -
fore, our spring ses sion wound up
be ing good for both the spirit and
the body!
I mpe ri al County Di vi sion 64

Anita Ramirez, Co-President
We have had a
won der ful time in
our new lo ca tion at
the Old School
House on the Pi o -
neers Mu seum
grounds. It is truly
an outstanding
place to meet and
has brought many
nostalgic sto ries
from our teach ers
as they re mem ber

"when." Our lun cheon meet ings
con tinue to start at 11:00 a.m. on
the third Mon day of each month
from Sep tem ber through June ex -
cept De cem ber and May.
We have had won der ful pro grams
which have in cluded a CalRTA
80th an ni ver sary cel e bra tion for
our state or ga ni za tion and our own 
Di vi sion 64 30th an ni ver sary. John 
An der son from the Im pe rial Val ley
Of fice of Ed u ca tion, Mr. Gould
from Im pe rial Val ley Col lege, and
Mr. Roeder from the Im pe rial Val -
ley cam pus of San Diego State
University joined us at one lunch
and in formed us about some of the 
pro grams they co or di nate with Im -
pe rial Val ley high schools to en -
cour age young stu dents to think
about con tin u ing their educations.
Pine School sev enth and eighth
grad ers shared some of their sea
chanties with us just be fore they
left for a week on a tall ship to sail
from San Diego to Catalina. The
stu dents work as crew mem bers
and teach their songs to reg u lar
crew mem bers. In ex change, crew 
mem bers teach the stu dents
about the ship and also some of
their songs. A great ex change!
Our own Marielouise Hurley
shared in for ma tion with us about
what it takes to be a pri vate plane
pi lot. (Yes, she is one!) She ex -
plained in for ma tion about what a
pi lot needs to know and how to
nav i gate the skies and obey the
rules. It is quite an ac com plish -
ment each time she goes into the
wild blue yon der!
We hope that more teach ers and
their friends will come to our meet -
ings and en joy the comaraderie,
door prizes, pro grams, and food.

We do have a good time—and we
en joy greet ing vis i tors!
East County SD Division 69
Sharon Davis; Yolanda Lopez

Co-past presidents
These are ex -
cit ing times
for Di vi sion
69! In April,
mem bers en -
joyed a trip to
the Grif fith
Ob ser va tory
in Los An -
geles with
lunch at

Philippe's French Dipped Sand -
wich Restaurant. Re cent pro -
grams have in cluded the Chula
Vista HS Bal let Folklorico, the
sing ing gui tar ist Don Halte, a sa -
lute to our Gold Stars and char ter
mem bers, and our cho rus con cert
of Amer i can folk songs.
We ex -
pect a
mem o ra -
ble year
with our
two new
co-pres i -
dents,
Dick Hoy,
who is on
the Gross- 
mont UHSD School Board, and
Aaron Lan dau, who is a La Mesa
His tor i cal So ci ety of fi cer. Ju dith
Bain is our new vice-pres i dent. 
Please join us for the in stal la tion of 
our new of fi cers and an in ter est ing 
pro gram on Oc to ber 1. The meet -
ing will be gin with a so cial hour at
9:30 a.m. at the La Mesa Com mu -
nity Cen ter, 4075 Me mo rial Drive,
La Mesa. Fo res er va tions, call
Mae Goldman, 619-443-0076. 

North Shores Divi sion 78
Dorothy and Dennis Drake

Co-presidents
We ended
our year
un der the
capable,
ef fec tive
lead er ship
of
President
Abby
Bisson.

Con tri bu tions to our Schol ar ship
Foun da tion from Op por tu nity
Draw ings increased be cause of
the in spi ra tion of Edie An -
drew-Akita who changed from
hav ing home-do nated prizes to
prizes so lic ited from res tau rants,
the aters, and re tail ers.
We hon ored past pres i dents at
one meet ing, Gold Star mem bers
at an other, and a Vol un teer of the
Month at al most ev ery meet ing. In
April, Jo anne Climie gal va nized a
group of our mem bers to
participate in Leg is la tion Day in
Sac ra mento. Mardi Covill and

Lady Mary Da vis brought us in for -
ma tive and en ter tain ing programs, 
twice find ing great sub sti tu tions for 
can cel la tions.
We are ex cited about 2009-2010.
Tom and Judy Ascher Parry are
plan ning spe cial programs, in clud -
ing lis ten ing to and learn ing about
the ham mered dul ci mer at our Hol -
i day Lun cheon. We are look ing
for ward to another year of get ting
to gether with our won der ful mem -
bers and do ing the good work of
CalRTA.

Avocado Division 81
Sandra Bell; Lucile Reeder

Co-presidents

We are an tic i pat ing
a great 2009-2010!

Many of our of fi cers and board
mem bers agreed to re main for an -
other year. Our meet ing year be -
gan in Feb ru ary with our third an -
nual mem ber va ri ety show, and
what a show it was! Fallbrook will
never be the same! In March, we
were en ter tained by the Fallbook
High School show choir, a very
high-en ergy, tal ented group. We
dis trib uted CalRTA post ers and
en roll ment forms to ev ery school
in the Fallbrook school dis tricts.
Our April ac tiv ity was a field trip to
the USS Mid way fol lowed by lunch 
at An thony's. Also in April, we had
a booth at the Av o cado Fes ti val.
We spoke to many vis i tors about
the mis sion and goals of the or ga -
ni za tion and dis trib uted sev eral
ap pli ca tions to pro spec tive mem -
bers. At ten dance at the fes ti val is
usu ally 40,000+. The North San
Diego Scholarship lun cheon was
held in May at the Escondido
Coun try Club. Ten schol ar ships
were awarded to stu dents pur su -
ing ca reers in ed u ca tion.
In June, di vi sion vol un teers were
hon ored for their ded i cated ser -
vice in many ca pac i ties. Sev eral
mem bers par tic i pated in the
Sullivan Mid dle School Port fo lio
Day on June 5. It is al ways in ter -
est ing to see what these stu dents
have ac com plished dur ing the
year. We also mourned the loss of
one of our found ing mem bers,
Rus sell Whipple. He will be
missed.
Our co-pres i dents are ea ger to
serve Di vi sion 81 this year and
look for ward to the new term.
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Co-pres i dents (l-r) Dick
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