
San Diego Division 4
Barbara Bethel, President

Happy 80th Birth day
to CRTA! We look
for ward to cel e brat -
ing the birth day and
the many con tri bu -
tions to the en hance -
ment and pro tec tion
of our ben e fits.
Our fo cus this year is
mem ber ship! We
are in creas ing mem -
ber ship and meet ing at ten dance.
Us ing "To gether we can make a
dif fer ence" as in spi ra tion, we are
us ing mem ber ship sur vey re sults
to im prove our or ga ni za tion and
ser vice. We con tinue to be thank -
ful for the ad vice, sup port and par -
tic i pa tion of our tal ented mem bers!
Our pro grams have been spec tac -
u lar. We learned about leg is la tive
suc cesses and chal lenges from
Da vid Walrath and en joyed a hol i -
day mu si cal pre sen ta tion. We will
hear San Diego Schools Su per in -
ten dent Terry Grier, learn more
about his tory of the San Diego
Gaslamp Quar ter, and meet our
schol ar ship re cip i ents.
Our Schol ar ship Foun da tion is se -
lect ing high school se niors who
will re ceive $1,500 schol ar ships.
Re cip i ents will be in tro duced at
our June meet ing. We are proud to 
as sist stu dents and to make pos i -
tive dif fer ences in their lives.

We ap pre ci ate the sup port of area
lead er ship and di vi sion mem bers.
We wel come your at ten dance at
our meet ings at the Best West ern
Seven Seas in Mis sion Val ley. For
ad di tional in for ma tion, please con -
tact me at 858-270-3483.

N. San Diego County Div. 45
 Kathy O'Leary, President

We are en joy ing a
very good year and
are work ing well as
a team. Pro grams
are out stand ing.
More mem bers
have become in -
volved in meet ings
by signing up to
give in spi ra tions, do 
ta ble dec o ra tions,
and be greet ers.

Board members are keeping re -
ports short and the meet ings mov -
ing. Schol ar ship Foun da tion mem -
bers de liv er ed forms to schools,
made con tacts with school
scholarship people, and will fol low
up be fore the April 1 ap pli ca tion
dead line for the $1,000 schol ar -
ships to be granted to north county 
stu dents in ter ested in en ter ing the
ed u ca tion field.
Each month, our Com mu ni ca tions
Chair is award ing Vol un teer Cer tif -
i cates and hon or ing ten mem bers,
and he is col lect ing our vol un teer
hours.

We ap pre ci ate our new Spot light
ed i tors. We are e-mail ing it to over
150 members. Thanks to Da vid
Bisson for up dat ing our area
website with cur rent in for ma tion!  

South Shores Division 60
Sara Wood, President

With mem ber sup -
port, our board
con tin ues to work
hard to in crease
mem ber ship. Lun -
cheons pro vide
op por tu ni ties to
so cial ize, learn,
and en joy first rate 
en ter tain ment. We 
look  for ward to per for mances by
out stand ing stu dent groups. Third
to sixth grade stu dents from the
South Bay Un ion School Dis trict
El e men tary Jazz Band will per -
form, and at our schol ar ship
awards lun cheon, the South west -
ern Col lege Mariachis will
entertain.
You are in vited to join us at the
Hol i day Inn South Bay in Na tional
City at 11:00 a.m. For res er va tions 
($11), please con tact Lupe
Garcias at 619-422-0990 or
<ggarcias@sbcglobal.net>.

Palomar Division 63
Suzan Reiner, President

Pro grams are out -
stand ing.  Mir iam
and Gordon Zittel
told us more about  
"Cruis ing through
Re tire ment"
aboard their sail -
boat. Travels took
them to South Pa -
cific places and af -
forded many heart

warm ing tales. They were not just
tour ists, but un of fi cial good will
ambassdors for our coun try! 
His tory Pro fes sor Emer i tus Chuck
Hanlen pre sented a fas ci nat ing
his tory les son about Pearl Har bor
and the Jap a nese sur ren der. He
prom ised to re turn to tell about the
Nor mandy in va sion. His in for ma -
tive, emo tional pre sen ta tion
illustrated that his tory is nei ther
dead nor dry; it shapes who and
what we are to day. Young sters in
the Hid den Val ley Mid dle School
Per form ing Cho rus  were a de light
to see and hear, and again proved
the im por tance of mu sic in ed u ca -
tion. 

         

Director’s Message
Norma B. Huhn, Director, CRTA Area XI

Pres i dents' Coun cil attendees re viewed the state
mem ber ship re port. In ef forts to re cruit mem bers, some 
di vi sions are plac ing post ers and cal en dars in schools,
li brar ies, and other pub lic lo ca tions. 
Jo Wittrock was se lected as the State Nom i na tions and 
Elec tions Com mit tee Chair; the new Area Chair is Fran
Rodenberg. Spe cial thanks go to Jo and Fran for ac -
cept ing these po si tions. Dr. Angela Aschbrenner is a
can di date for the south ern re gion seat on the Laura E.
Set tle Foun da tion Board. Vot ing will take place at the

Del e gate As sem bly on May 15. Spe cial thanks also go to Jay
Klopfenstein and Da vid Bisson for their work to es tab lish a website for
our di vi sions. To keep the web site cur rent, divisions are asked to send
their news to Da vid at <bisson@da vid.us>.
CRTA Legislation Day in Sac ra mento will be on April 1. Di vi sions are
en cour aged to send leg is la tion chairs and other in ter ested mem bers.
For ques tions, please con tact Area XI Legislation Chair Jo anne Climie.
The Del e gate As sem bly (con ven tion) will be held May 15-17 at the Air -
port Hilton in Los An geles.  This will be an op por tu nity to be come better 
in formed about CRTA, at tend in ter est ing work shops, and meet fel low
mem bers from through out the state. I hope to see many of you there.

Barbara

Sara
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One speaker over came great
chal lenges in get ting to our meet -
ing! In Ken tucky just as Jan u ary
ice storms hit there, hu mor ist Judy
Mc Don ald ar rived straight from the 
air port af ter en dur ing the haz ards
and de lays of fly ing in nasty
weather. Her com ments about
Cal i for nians' re ac tions to weather
were hi lar i ous as were her many
other ob ser va tions.
Our trib ute to for mer stu dents and
teach ers is ex cit ing; peo ple who
went through the Escondido
school system and are now ac tive
in the community re turn to honor
teach ers who greatly in flu enced
their lives. John Stubbs, for mer
prin ci pal and won der ful singer of
songs we all remember, will ser e -
nade us. When Pre cious Gems
take the spot light, they are al ways
in spi ra tional, and their ded i ca tion
to CRTA is com mend able! Alfredo
Valasco, CEO of the Escondido
YMCA, will tell us how the "Y" can
be of ben e fit to se niors.
We seek to make CRTA more vis i -
ble in the com mu nity by do nat ing
food items to a lo cal food bank,
par tic i pat ing in the Hol i day Gift
Box pro gram spon sored by the
Joslyn Cen ter, ac cru ing an enor -
mous num ber of vol un teer hours,
and at tempt ing to con tact all 
teach ers newly or soon-to-be re -
tired in the area to let them know
about our or ga ni za tion.

I mpe rial County Di vi sion 64
Anita Ramirez, Co-President

We cel e brated our
ex is tence with State
Leg is la tion Chair
Ken Hew itt at our
spe cial rec og ni tion
event. Sev eral mem -
bers we had not seen 
for a long time helped 
us cel e brate, and
Ken hand ed out
CRTA "Hon or able

Re tiree" mugs to those who had
been mem bers for the lon gest
time. Our lon gest dis tance re cip i -
ent was Donna Worker from
Nebraska; her daugh ter, Prin ci pal
Kathy Denton, was a spe cial
guest.
We moved our meet ings to the Old 
Rose School at the Pi o neers Mu -
seum. Many mem bers re mem ber
when it was a func tion ing school,
and some at tended school in that
build ing which now stands on mu -
seum grounds. Gene Tubach
sum ma rized steps to move the
build ing  in clud ing re mov ing and
then re-in stall ing the roof. It is a
won der ful meet ing place with
plenty of room, old desks, a real
black board, and hard wood floors.
We are for tu nate to be able to use
the build ing.
Plans are un der way for our di vi -
sion's 30th an ni ver sary to co in cide 
with the 80th an ni ver sary of
CRTA. We will have a pro gram of
sea chanty sing ers from Pine El e -

men tary School in Holtville. In the
spring, the students will take a tall
ship trip to Catalina Is land. They
will teach the ship's crew to sing
their chanties, and they will help
pay for the trip by crewing. 
In our never ceas ing en deav ors  to 
in creas e mem ber ship, we are
plan ning ac tiv i ties to let the Im pe -
rial Val ley, in clud ing each school
site, know that we are here, what
we are all about, and how to con -
tact us. 
Webmaster Da vid Bisson came to
El Centro, took pic tures, and had
lunch with us. Three hours later,
we were on the website! What a
great tool! We will con cen trate on
uti liz ing it. Thanks, Da vid!
We meet on the fourth Mon day of
each month, Sep tem ber—June,
except in De cem ber. We in vite ev -
ery one from other divisions to
"Come on down!" The weather is
re ally nice at this time of year. 

E. Co. San Diego Div. 69
Sharon Davis, Co-president

Our en ter tain -
ing and in for -
ma tive pro-
grams have
included the
mu si cal tal ents
of the Chula
Vista show
choir Sound
Un lim ited and
the "Spic ing Up 
the Holidays" con cert by our Di vi -
sion 69 Cho rus. Da vid Walrath 
spoke of the pos si bil i ties and chal -
lenges for re tired ed u ca tors. The
Laura E. Set tle Schol ar ship for
SDSU was pre sented to Adam C.
Renick, a young man we knew be -
cause he was our guest when he
ac cepted a Divison 69 schol ar ship
months ear lier.
A nom i nat ing com mit tee is se -
lecting a slate of of fi cers for
2009-2010. Su zanne Geba is or -
ga niz ing our Day of the Teacher
ac tiv i ties when we will honor cur -
rent teach ers by de liv er ing hun -
dreds of CRTA pens to lo cal
schools.
As al ways, we are committed to ef -
forts to in crease mem ber ship, en -
cour age more ac tive in volve ment
at the lo cal level, and mon i tor any
at tempts which threaten the se cu -
rity of our pen sions.

North Shores Division 78
Abigail (Abby) Bisson, President

We ex pe ri enced
comradeship as ed -
u ca tors; be ing able
to as sist and par tic i -
pate in pro jects with
col leagues is  en -
rich ing. This ben e fit
con tin ues with our
CRTA ac tiv i -
ties—meet ings,
pro grams, com mit -

tees. Lun cheons en liv ened by
beau ti ful mu sic and in ter est ing

speak ers have in cluded Da vid
Walrath who pre sented up dates
on state and na tional leg is la tive is -
sues. Spe cial mu sic will honor
Gold Star mem bers; we will learn
about Cabrillo Mon u ment his tory,
pres ent schol ar ships, and en joy
mu sic from the Div. 69 Cho rus fol -
low ing in stal la tion of the new
board.
Our Com mu ni ca tions Chair tracks
vol un teer hours and com mu nity
out reach. She awarded Cer tif i -
cates of Spe cial Rec og ni tion for
Out stand ing Volunteerism to all
mem bers pres ent for one of our
lunches. Past Di vi sion 78 Pres i -
dents were hon ored guests at that
lun cheon. The Re source Ser vices
Chair keeps us cur rent on ways to
pro tect and en hance the qual ity of
our lives, health and safety. As
part of our mem ber ship re cruit -
ment, we offer grants to teach ers.
A past re cip i ent who is now a di vi -
sion mem ber is working on this
pro ject. Mem bers are plac ing re -
cruit ment post ers in teachers'
lounges and San Diego li brar ies. 
Schol ar ship Foun da tion mem bers
will soon read ap pli ca tions. We
hope to award five schol ar ships. 

Avocado Division 81
Sandra Bell, President

Thanks to our var ied,
in ter est ing pro grams,
meet ing at ten dance is
up. We have a cam -
paign to get the word
out about CRTA. Post -
ers, ap pli ca tion forms,
and cal en dars have
been placed in fac ulty
rooms at all Fallbrook
schools and in the dis -
trict of fice. We will fol low up with a
change of post ers.
We have been en ter tained with
songs from the 40s—60s by vo cal -
ists Kathy Herbruck and Paul
Kruse. Dr. Matt Rahn, Di rec tor of
Re search and Ed u ca tion, spoke of 
re search be ing car ried out, and
im pli ca tions for the fu ture of that
re search, at the Santa Marguerita
Eco log i cal Re serve in Fallbrook. 
Cos tumed Gaslamp Play ers
provided in sight into the his tory
and char ac ters of an early pe riod
in San Diego. Toe Tap pers, a tal -
ented group of la dies, ages 50-80,
en ter tained us. Our Christ mas Pa -
rade float de picted Santa's Work -
shop. We pre sented eight grants
to Fallbrook Un ion El e men tary
Dis trict teach ers. We hope to try
some new fund rais ing ideas to in -
crease the num ber of grants we
can pres ent. Twenty peo ple par tic -
i pated in our very in for ma tive field
trip to the Scripps Aquar ium.
We an tic i pat e an ex cit ing sec ond
half of the year. We will in sti tute
our ideas to in crease mem ber ship
and mon e tary re sources for
teacher grants. These ideas are
brand new, and we are all ea ger to
see how they work.
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