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Delegate Assembly on May

Director’s Message
Norma B. Huhn, Director, CRTA Area XI

. | Presidents' Council attendees reviewed the state
membership report. In efforts to recruit members, some
divisions are placing posters and calendars in schools,
libraries, and other public locations.

Jo Wittrock was selected as the State Nominations and
Elections Committee Chair; the new
Rodenberg. Special thanks go to Jo and Fran for ac-
r ositions. Dr. Angela Aschbrenner is a
candidate for the southern region seat on the Laura E.
Settle Foundat|o1nSBoard. Voting will take place at the
Klopfenstein and David Bisson for their work to establish a website for
our divisions. To keep the web site current, divisions are asked to send
their news to David at <bisson@david.us>.

CRTA Legislation Day in Sacramento will be on April 1. Divisions are
encouraged to send legislation chairs and other interested members.
For questions, please contact Area Xl Legislation Chair Joanne Climie.

The Delegate Assembly (convention) will be held May 15-17 at the Air-
port Hilton in Los Angeles. This will be an opportunity to become better
informed about CRTA, attend interesting workshops, and meet fellow
members from throughout the state. | hope to see many of you there.

Area Chairis Fran

Special thanks also go to Jay
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San Diego Division 4
Barbara Bethel, President

Hap&& 80th Birthda
to TA! We loo
forward to celebrat-
ing the birthday and
the many contribu-
tions to the enhance-
ment and protection
of our benefits.

Our focus this year is
membership! We _
are increasing mem-___Barbara

bership_and meeting attendance.
Using "Together we can make a
difference™ as inspiration, we are
using membership survey results
to improve our organization and
service. We continue to be thank-
ful for the advice, support and par-
ticipation of our talented members!

Our programs have been spectac-
ular. We learned about legislative
successes and challenges from
David Walrath and en{pyed a holj-
day musical presentation. We will
hear San Diego_Schools Superin-
tendent Terry Grier, learn more
about history of the San Diego
Gaslamp Quarter, and meet our
scholarship recipients.

Our Scholarship Foundation is se-
lecting high school seniors who
will receive $1,500 scholarships.
Recipients will be introduced at
our June meeting. We are proud to
assist students and to make posi-
tive differences in their lives.

)

We appreciate the support of area
leadership and division members.
We welcome your attendance at
our meetings at the Best Western
Seven Seas in Mission Valley. For
additional information, pleasé con-
tact me at 858-270-3483.

N. San Diego County Div. 45
Kathy O'Leary, President

= We are enjoying a
“|very good year and
/|are” workin
a team. )
are outstanding.
~|More members
‘'have become in-

volved in meetln%s
by signing up to
ive inspirations, do
“table decorations,
and be greeters.
Board members are keeping re-
ports short and the meetings mov-
Ing. Scholarship Foundation mem-
bers delivered forms to schools
made contacts with _school
scholarship people, and will follow
up before the April 1 application
deadline for the $1,000 scholar-
ships to be granted to north county
students inferested in entering the
education field.

Each month, our Communications

Chair is awarding Volunteer Certif-

icates and honoring ten members,

ﬁnd he is collecting our volunteer
ours.

=

well as
rograms

We appreciate our new Spotlight
editors. We are e-mailing it to over
150 members. Thanks to David
Bisson for updating our area
website with current information!

South Shores Division 60
Sara Wood, President

With member sup-
port, our board
continues to work
hard to increase

membership. Lun-
cheons _ provide .
opportunities  to g
socialize,  learn, f47 %
and enjoy first rate ===
entertainment. We
look forward to performances by
outstanding student groups. Third
to sixth grade students from the
South Bay Union School District
Elementary Jazz Band will per-
form, and at our scholarshi
awards_luncheon, the Southwest-
ern  College  Mariachis  will
entertain.

You are invited to _join us at the
Holiday Inn South Bay in National
City at"1:00 a.m. For reservations
$171), please contact Lupe
arcias at 619-422-0990 or
<ggarcias@sbcglobal.net>.

Palomar Division 63
Suzan Reiner, President

' Programs are out-
& standing. _
" and Gordon Zittel
-, told us more about
"Cruising through
Retirement" .
aboard their sail-
boat. Travels took
them to South Pa-
cific places and af-
_ forded many heart
warming tales. The%/. were not just
tourists, but unofticial goodwill
ambassdors for our country!

History Professor Emeritus Chuck
Hanlen presented a fascinating
history lesson about Pearl Harbor
and the Japanese surrender. He
romised to return to tell about the
Normandy invasion. His informa-
tive, emotional  presentation
illustrated that history is neither
dead nor dry; it shapes who and
what we are foday. Youngsters in
the Hidden Valley Middle School
Performing Chorus were a delight
to see and hear, and again proved
’{he importance of music in educa-
ion.

Miriam




One speaker overcame great
challenges in gi(ettl_ng to our meet-
ing! In Kentucky just as January
icé storms hit there, humorist Judy
McDonald arrived straight from the
airport after enduring the hazards
and delays of flying in nasty
weather. "Her comments abodut
Californians' reactions to weather
were hilarious _as were her many
other observations.

Our tribute to former students and
teachers is exciting; people who
went through the =~ Escondido
school system and are now active
in the community return to honor
teachers who greatly influenced
their lives. John Stubbs, former
principal and wonderful singer of
songs we all remember, will sere-
nade us. When Precious Gems
take the spotlight, they are always
|n38|rat|onal, and their dedication
to CRTA is commendable! Alfredo
Valasco, CEO of the Escondido
YMCA, will tell us how the "Y" can
be of benefit to seniors.

We seek to make CRTA more visi-
ble in_the community bty donating
food items to a local food bank

articipating in the Holiday Gift

ox program sponsored by the
Joslyn Center, accrum? an ‘enor-
mous number of volunieer hours,
and attempting to contact all
teachers newly or soon-to-be re-
tired in the aréea to let them know
about our organization.

Imperial County Division 64
Anitar Ramirez, Co-President

We celebrated our
existence with State
Legislation Chair
Ken Hewitt at our
special _ recognition
event. Several mem-
bers we had not seen
for a long time helped
l}J(S ceLebrgted anqt

: en ande ou
CRTA "Honorable
Retiree" mugs to those who had
been members for the longest
time. Our longest distance recCipi-
ent was Donna Worker. from
Nebraska; her daughter, Principal
Kathy Denton, was a special
guest.

We moved our meetings to the Old
Rose School at the Pioneers Mu-
seum. Many members remember
when it was a functioning school
and some attended school in that
building which now stands on mu-
seum ~grounds. Gene Tubach
summarized steps to move the

building . inclu_din% removing and
then re-installing the roof. It is a
wonderful meeting place with

lenty of room, old desks, a real

lacK board, and hardwood floors.
We are fortunate to be able to use
the building.

Plans are under way for our divi-
sion's 30th anniversary to coincide
with the 80th anniversary of
CRTA. We will have a program of
sea chanty singers from Pine Ele-

mentary School in Holtville. In the
sgrln?,_ the students will take a tall
ship Trip to Catalina Island. They
will teach the ship's crew to sing
their_chanties, and they will help
pay for the trip by crewing.

In our never ceasing endeavors to
increase membership, we are
planning activities to let the Impe-
rial Valley, including each school
site, know that we are here, what
we are all about, and how to con-
tact us.

Webmaster David Bisson came to
El Centro, took pictures, and had
lunch with us. Three hours later,
we were on the website! What a
great tool! We will concentrate on
utilizing it. Thanks, David!

We meet on the fourth Monday of
each month, September—June,
except in December. We invite ev-
eryone from other divisions to
"Come on down!" The weather is
really nice at this time of year.

E. Co. San Diego Div. 69
Sharon Davis, Co-pre’sident

Our entertain- ’
ing .and infor-

mative pro-
grams have n 7
included  the \ /!

musical talents
of the Ch

Vista
choir Sound

gl
gﬁ-presigen_ts (I-r

i aron Davis an
#]g“-%'é?gngaﬂg Yolanda Lopez
the Holidays" concert by our Divi-
sion 69 Chorus. David Walrath
spoke of the possibilities and chal-
lenges for retired educators. The
Laura E. Settle Scholarship for
SDSU was presented to Adam C.
Renick, a young man we knew be-
cause he was our guest when he
accepted a Divison 69 scholarship
months earlier.

A nominating committee is se-
Iectlng2 a_ slate of officers for
2009-2010. Suzanne Geba is or-
ganizing our Day of the Teacher
activities when we will honor cur-
rent teachers by delivering hun-
dreds of CRTA pens to local
schools.

As always, we are committed to ef-
forts to increase membership, en-
courage more active involvement
at thelocal level, and monitor any
attempts which threaten the secu-
rity of our pensions.

North Shores Division 78
Abigail (Abby) Bisson, President

We experienced
comradeship as ed-
ucators; being able
to assist and partici-
pate in projects with
colleagues is en-
. riching. This benefit
\) _ | continues with our

{ i | ?RT i activi-

ies—meetings,

programs, cgommit-
tees. Luncheons enlivened by
beautiful music and interesting

speakers have included David
alrath who presented updates
on state and national legislative is-
sues. Special music will _honor
Gold Star members; we will learn
about Cabrillo Monument history,
present scholarships, and en#oP/
music from the Div. 69 Chorus fol-
It?wm installation of the new
oard.

Our Communications Chair tracks
volunteer hours and community
outreach. She awarded Certifi-
cates of Special Recognition for
Outstanding Volunteerism to all
members present for one of our
lunches. Past Division 78 Presi-
dents were honored guests at that
luncheon. The Resource Services
Chair keeps us current on ways to
protect and enhance the quality of
our lives, health and safety.”As
part of our membership recruit-
ment, we offer grants to teachers.
A past recipienf' who is now a divi-
sion member is working on this
project. Members are placing re-
cruitment posters in  teachers'
lounges and San Diego libraries.

Scholarship Foundation members
will soon read applications, We
hope to award five scholarships.

Avocado Division 81
Sandra Bell, President

Thanks_ to our varied,
interesting programs,
meeting attendance is
up. We have a cam-
paign to get the word
outabout CRTA. Post- ¥
ers, application forms,
and calendars havel A
been platcel(lj I|:n IfI%CUItK ey
rooms at all Fallbroo

schools and in the dis-
trict office. We will follow up with a
change of posters.

We have been entertained with
songs from the 40s—60s by vocal-
ists ~ Kathy Herbruck and Paul
Kruse. Dr. Matt Rahn, Director of
Research and Education, spoke of
research being carried out, and
implications for the future of that
research, at the Santa Marguerita
Ecological Reserve in Fallbrook.

Costumed Gaslamp  Players
provided insight into the history
and characters_of an early period
in San Diego. Toe Tappers, a tal-
ented group of ladies, ages 50-80,
entertained us. Our Christmas Pa-
rade float depicted Santa's Work-
shop. We presented eight grants
to Fallbrook Union Elementary
District teachers. We hope to try
some new fund raising ideas to in-
crease the number of grants we
can present. Twenty people partic-
ipated in our very informative field
trip to the Scripps Aquarium.

We anticipate an exciting second
half of the year. We will' institute
our ideas to’increase membership
and monetary _resources for
teacher grants. These ideas are
brand new, and we are all eager to
see how they work.




